ANNUAL 


URBAr_^_^DIS^RICT_C0UrCIL__0r_N:5l^,:^  (SUFFOLK) . 

REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  ileal ' 


Sanitary  Condition  of  Newaai'-ket ,  Suffolk,  during  the  twelve  monthe 
ending  Slat.  December,  1920. 


Area : -  5,640  Acres.  Rateable  Value,  CouVity  Basis;-  £76,061. 

A a sea sable  Value  for  Public  Health  Purpoaeg : -  £62 ,217. 


To 


The  Chairman  and  Members 

c» 

L 

The  KeTOiarket  Urban  District  Council. 


of 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  hand  you  toy  Report  on  the  Sanitar,'-  Condition  of  the 

Town  for  1920. 

NATURAL  a  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DI3THICT. 

1.  Population.  The  population  of  the  Urban  District,  accordiri^:  to 
the  1911  Census  was  10,482,  and  the  estimated  population  for  1920 
is  9,749,  this  excludes  the  Soldiers  at  the  Military  School  of 
Instruction,  Fordhasi  Hoad. 

2.  Physical  features  and  f^:eneral  cl  araxter  of  District.  The  Urban 
District  is,  at  its  lowest  pevsl,  vie:-  at  Exning,  about  50  feet 
above  sea  level;  the.  lowest  point  in  the  town  proper,  viz:-  at 
the  Poet  Office,  High  Street,  is  90  feet  above  sea  level,  its 
highest  point  being  about  120  feet.  The  ciiaracter  of  the  sub¬ 
soil  generally  is  chalk,  and  the  town  is  wholly  reside;  “R...1. 

The  surrounding  country  is  open  and  flat. 

3.  Social  Conditions.  The  chief  occupation  of  the  inliabitanta  is 
in  connection  with  horse  racing  and  breeding,  a  great  number  of 
them  being  employed  in  Racing  Stables.  The  occupiition  of  the 
Stableman  is  particularly  healthy,  the  greater  pe-rt  of  his  life 
is  spent  in  the  open  air. 

4.  Vital  Statistics.  Firths.  221  Births  were  registered  in  the 
District,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  22  ‘6  per  lOoO,  t/:is  is  the 
highest  birth-rate  for  10  years,  103  were  boys,  113  girls.  There 
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ere  eleven  illegUiniate-ioiijrBrr-tyorn.  -The  birth  rate  for  the 

number  re.'-ietered  for  the  District  was  96,  the 

death-rate  beir«  10-05  per  1000,  for  the  rest  of  England  the 

death-rste  was  12-4  per  1000.  The  principal  cause  of  death 

was  Pulmonaiy  Tuberculosis  11,  fencer  12,  Heart  Dieease  5, 

Bronchitis  8,  Pneumonia  7,  AceiaoEijlia)  Death  2,  Suicide  2. 

Infantile  Dcath-nd,e.  Eleven  inifnts  ciec  ur.dar  the  age  of  one 

year  -  two  bei.jg  illegitioiate.-  This  gives  er.  infant  mortality 

of  49-7  per  1000  births.  The  causes  of  death  were:-  Congenital 

Dob-.lity  7,  Bronchitis  2,  Corvrenital  malforrrati on  of  Heart  1, 

malnutrition  1.  Infantile  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
was  80. 

Th.6  population  for  calculatin^r  birthe  and  deaths 

18  given  as  9,749,  this  I  consider  is  an  underestir.-; to  as  froin 
observations  mdo  duriri^-  inspections  the  town  S3c:i]s  over  full. 

At  the  .last  Census  the  population  numbered  10,482,  I  irnve  no 
doubt  this  number  is  now  ejcceeded. 

^p_r  Duriiip;  the  year  the  ainount  of  poor  law  relief 

per  head  of  population  lias  been  as  fol'iows:- 

Iridoor  Hoi  i of ,  3/5vd.  per  uead  of  population. 

Outdoor  belief,  2/2td,  per  horid  of  population. 

^eaical  i:elief.  ppe  nous  hospital  is  provided  for 
bona-fide  Stablemen,  but  urgent  cases  froir.  othe'r  classes  are  ad¬ 
mitted  and  treated  on  the  reccomiiiendation  of  the  Hospital  Doctors. 

SANITARY  CTHCU^viSTAKCES  OF  TIE  DISTRICT. 

8.ater  Supply.  The  District  is  possessed  of  a  good  supply  of 
water,  which  is  supplied  b^r  the  Newirifirket  t^terworks  Co.  Ltd., 
to  whose  mins  most  of  the  hou'^es  are  cori'iectod.  Some  houses 
still  derive  their  water  supply  from  private  wells,  hud  durin^^ 
the  year  17  samples  from  various  private  wells  }iLve  been  ttiken, 

3  ol  these  beii-)^-^  unsatisfactory,  v/ith  the  result  that  orders  to 
close  these  throe  wells  /mve  been  served  .  One  well  of  t;:cse 
three  htis  been  closed,  aiicl  in  cor}seq'\Gncy  2  iiouso?'  connected  to 
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vrells,  bix  houses,  are 

also  being  closed  by  the  owner  as  soon  as  he  can  get  the  water 
laid  on. 

Siye^^^  ^nd  Streams.  The  Council  are  responsible  for  keeping 
clear  479«83  chains  of  small  streai/is,  known  as  "Public  Draiiis", 
and  during  the  year  237‘18  chains  hfive  been  cleared.  To  ci  e 
of  pollution  has  been  detected. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewera^re  of  the  District  is  of 
modern  construction,  being  carried  out  1897  -  1900,  and  most 
of  the  houses  are  now  connected,  altf.G.:^:h  some  \iridrained  houses 
still  remain  a.t  Exning,  but  most  of  tliese  iiave  been  inspected 
and  will  be  connected  very  shortly. 

^  estiiL3-te  there  are  some  26  buildings  draining  into 
ce.i--;ools  in  the  District,  principally  along  Fordham  Road. 

Durirg  the  year  24  cases  of  ^topped  drains  and  5  cases 
0(2  defective  drains  have  been  detected  and  dealt  with. 

As  far  as  is  possible  all  storra  water  is  eliminated  from 
the  sewers,  but  in  the  case  of  heavy  storms  several  basements 
between  the  Avenue  and  the  Post  Office,  High  Street,  are  liable 
to  flooding. 

10.  Sewage  Disposal.  The  District  is  served  by  two  distinct  Out¬ 
fall  Works,  one  at  Kewroarket  and  the  other  at  Sxnirg,  both  being 
constructed  at  the  time  when  the  sewerage  system  was  laid  do\m. 

During  the  year  the  Newmarket  Sewage  Disposal  Works  Imve 
been  further  improved  by  the  construction  of  another  45  feet 


percolating  filter  and  large  sedimentation  tenk.  There  are  now 
4-45  feet  sprinklers  and  4  sedimentation  tanks  besides  the 
double  contact  beds. 

The  Outfall  Works  at  Sxning  still  continue  in  good  c 'n- 
dition.  Crops  grown  on  the  Farm  were  mangolds  and  kohl-rmbi. 

11.  Closet  Acco'^nodaticr .  A  considerable  nunher  of  houses  al¬ 
though  connected  to  the  sewers,  still  have  hand* flushed  W.C’ s. , 
but  during  the  year,  41  houses  liave  been  provided  with  flushirg 
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oanks  to  oheir  5  of -which  were  under  notice  on 

December  Slst.  1J19,  and  ^Tere  the- eubjecta 

of  notices  during  the  year,  88  others  were  also  under  notice 
to  provide  flushing  tanks  on  December  31st.  1920,  but  the 
works,  although  in  most  cases  in  hand,  had  not  been  completed. 


15  cases  of  defective  W.C’s.,  were  detected,  and  of  these  10 
were  put  right,  leaving  5  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  are  about  80  earth-closets  or  privies  in  the  out¬ 
lying  districts,  30  of  which  I  estin^ate  have  fixed  recep¬ 
tacles,  and  the  remainder  movable  pails.  During  the  year 
notices  were  served  in  respect  of  12  of  the?e  privies  with 


fixed  receptacles  and  5  with  movable  receptacles,  calling  for 
their  conversion  into  water  cloeets;  and  although  none  of 
these  conversions  had  taken  place  at  the  end  of  the  year,  I 
am  pleased  to  report  tiiat  all  cases  are  well  in  hand. 

^  weekly  collection  of  House  defuse  is  made  in 
which  4  horses,  carts  and  8  men  are  engaged,  the  refuse  col¬ 
lected  being  destroyed  in  a  two-cell  Manlove-Alliott  Des¬ 


tructor  and  steam  is  generated  from  the  burning  of  this  refuse 
to  assist  in  pumping  the  sewage. 


Th4  number  of  loads  of  refuse  d0stro3^ed  was  2,500i,  and 

of  these,  84i  were  trade,  2,215  from  Newmarket,  and  201  from 
Exning. 


During  the  year  121  premises  have  been  provided  with 
movable  galvanized  dustbins  fitted  with  tight  fitting  covers, 
41  of  which  were  under  notice  on  December  Diet.  1919,  the  re- 
mining:  80  were  dealt  with  by  notice  during  the  year.  87 
other  ashpits  were  under  notice  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  approximate  number  and  kinds  of  receptacles  used 
for  the  storage  of  refuse  are:- 

(1)  Fixed  ashpits  in  combination  with  privied  27 

(2)  Fixed  ashpits  not  in  combination  with  privies  120 

(3)  Movable  sanitary  receptacles  (galvanized  iron)  122A^ 

(4)  Other  movable  receptacles  consisting  of  wooden-) 

boxes,  tubs,  buckets,  etc.  )  ono 
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numbered  742,  thuj?  ghewirjg  432  refuse 
receptacles  have  been  improved  in  the  period  1914  -  1920. 

Scavenging  of  Streets  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
workmen. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District.  .  Hereunder  I  give  a  table 
prepared  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  being  his  Report  on 
Inspections  for  1920:- 


DjIFSCTS.  notices  served. 


Description 

of 

Inspections 

No. of  In¬ 
spections 
made  19^ 

Out stand 
ii'g  Dec. 
31.  1919 

Detect¬ 
ed  dur- 

ITip.. 

1920. 

Remedi¬ 
ed  dur¬ 
ing: 

19'20. 

Out stand 
ing  Dec. 
31 :  1920 

Formal 

Letter 

Verbal. 

General  ) 
Sanitary. ) 

416 

23 

95 

101 

17 

7 

41 

19 

Housing. 

591 

49 

393 

194 

248 

90  ^ 

47 

3 

Dairies,  ) 
Cowsheds  a) 
Milkshops. ) 

53 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Food. 

1 

- 

1 

1 

m 

- 

1 

Slaughter  ) 
Houses.  ) 

30 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

C  omraon  ) 
Lodging  ) 
Houses.  ) 

21 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

3 

1 

Workshops. 

63 

3 

3 

•• 

- 

2 

1 

Schools. 

4 

- 

m 

- 

- 

- 

•• 

TOTALS . 

1199 

72 

498 

305 

265 

97 

94 

27 

Served  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  HENRY  ELEY, 

A.II.  Inst . C .ill. ,  M.H.San.I. 

January,  1921.  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a  number  of  defects  still  required  to  be 
reii.cdied  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  owing  to  the  hig.i  cjit  of 
materials  and  labour  and  their  scarcity,  together  with  the  fact 
tiiat  the  Council  are  giving  longer  time  than  was  usual  before  the 
V/ar  in  which  to  comply  with  their  Notices,  the  number  of  defects 
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out., tandiiOg  ,^3  j^ot  be  wondered  at. 

'  their  ce,rried  out 

and  r  """  --  t.he  nur.ber-  of  inspections  .ade 

cLnd  aelectg  remedied  will  t  i 

M.trlot.  '"*  '»r  ti.I. 

14-  paon  M,l,y  n„.„,  jj, 

b....  tb.  21  i„,p.«,„.,  3 

and  remedied. 

15.  Offeneive  Tj''^dea.  T'‘h/an^ 

- ^ ^  These  are  governed  by  your  Byo-laus,  but 

there  is  nothing  in  conjieotion  therewith  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  your  attention. 

“■;•“'■  ■  “■  -  "port  „l.t,b,  1,  «.. 

bW  „..t.  „  «i,3  „„ip3 

U  t.r  P„  i„„p  2,„i„ 

about  tne  ToT/n. 

17.  po^  Four  inepectione  have  been  rvide,  but  there  is  .otin:^ 
to  which  r  wish  to  call  you  attention. 

food. 

be.  iiil^  In  nil  .»  „i  i„, 

•r.^  ,mi.,„,p.  .iini, 

.teot,  «f  ,  ol«„,cl„  ,„e  noted  „o»dIod. 

I  on.  Indobloa  to  ti,o  In.p.otor  ot  Police  .io  )»,  tnkon  8 

saiiipleg  of  new  milk  durirv-  the  vanr  n' 

urijK,  one  year,  me  percentage  of  milk  fat 

in  each  case  was  as  follow,:-  3.35,  4.I,  4.1,  s-iM,  3-8  ..8 

S-47.  4.6.  All  the  samples  were  genuine. 

^Ik  for  mothers  and  Onildrotn  [Jq  application  lias  been  received 
rom  either  expectant  mother.s  or  for  infants  durii^r  the  year. 

The  Slau^^ter  Houses  in  the  District  have  been  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  repeated  inspections  totelliipg  in  all.  One  small 
aeiect  WoOs  noted  which  was  remedied.  In  the  course  of  those 
inspections  a  strict  watch  was  kept  for  disease  in  .-neat,  and 

althou^^h  there  i.?  no  public  abbifm* v-  4. 

P  u-Lic  a,DDato.ir,  efforts  are  liiade  to  visit 
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of  killing,. 

No  case  of  unsoixid  niaat  haa  been  detected  during  the  year 

The  following  ia  a  table  ae  to  the  number  of  slaughter 
houses. 


In  1914.  In  Jan.  1920.  In  Dec.  1920. 
Registered.  65  5 

I'oods.  In  one  case  only  has  it  been  necessary  to  take 
action  and  this  was  on  request  of  the  a  grocer  in  the  town  who 
voluntarily  requested  the  inspection  of  15  tins  of  tomatoes, 
these  were  found  to  be  badly  blown  and  were  destroyed. 

lySVALEK^E  OF  AND  COIITRQL  OVDR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

22*  Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 

Scarlet  Feven  There  were  15  cases  notified  during  the  year, 
two  being  return  cases.  The  disease  was  as  a  rule  mild.  All 
cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  premises, 
clothing  and  bedding  were  disinfected,  the  first  with  Formalin 
Gas,  the  two  last  in  the  Council’s  Steam  Disinfector. 
Diphtheria.  Six  cases  were  notified,  durii^  the  second  half 
of  the  year.  There  had  been  an  epidemic  of  the  disease  in  an 
adjoining  village  and  fran  this  place  the  infection  was  pro¬ 
bably  brought.  All  cases  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hosj^ital, 
premises  and  clothing  being  disinfected  as  for  Scarlet  Fever. 
Swabs  were  also  taken  from  contact  and  examined  by  the  Labor¬ 
atory  of  Public  Health,  6  Harley  Street.  Antitoxins  is  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  Medical  Men  in  the  Urban  District  if  required. 
Mo. case  is  discharged  from  Hospital  until  three  negative 
results  from  swabs  have  been  received. 

Erysipelas.  Two  cases  were  notified. 

Fourteen  cases  were  notified.  I  must  again  im¬ 
press  cm  Medical  Men  in  this  District  that  this  disease  is 
still  notifiable. 

Pue rp era  1  3 ve i- .  One  case  notified.  In  this  case  it  was 

noticed  the  ground  surrounding  the  houce  was  extremely  foul. 


7. 


c.]  so  aninia.-lg  and  Kanure  heaps  were  too  near  thc^  liouse. 
has  since  been  rfiaedioa. 


This 


Chicken  Pox»  is  not  notifiable  in  tills  District,  a  rather 
extensive  epidemic  occurred  of  a  mild  type. 

Oj)hthalmic  heonatoruiin  One  case  only  was  notified,  the  patient 
recovered  under  treatment  without  any  dama^ye  to  either  eve. 


No  case  of  Malaria  or  Dysentry  has  been  notified  curing 
the  year. 


23. 


24. 


No  primary  or  secondary  Vaccinations  were  perfonaed  by 
me  under  the  Small  Fox  Prevention  Regulations,  1917. 

Tuberculosis.  26  notification  were  received  of  this  disease, 
one  of  them  was  not  received  until  after  the  death  of  the  patient 
having  probably  been  lost  in  the  post.  In  24  of  the  cases  the 
lungs  were  affected,  in  one  the  Pleura  and  in  one  the  arm  and  leg. 
This  is  an  increase  of  ten  over  last  year. 

Each  case  is  re-notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  is  visited  by  a  Health  Visitor  appointed  by  the  County 
Council.  If  the  case  is  likely  to  benefit  by  Sanitarium  treat¬ 
ment  and  a  bed  is  available  this  treatr-ient  is  advised  and  if 
accepted  the  patient  is  removed  to  the  Sanitorium  at  Bury  St. 
Edmunds  and  the  promises  are  disinfected,  this  is  also  done  after 
the  death  of  a  patient  at  home.  Certain  patients  received  w'lat 
is  called  Domiciliary  Treatment,  this  apparently  consisos  of  an 
occasional  visit  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  Health  Visitor 
and  in  ray  opinion  is  not  of  much  value  either  in  arresting  the 
disease  or  preventing  its  spreading;  indeed  I  do  not  anticipate 
much  improvement  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease  until  we  have 
a  large  enough  number  of  beds  to  seggrege-te  the  cases  which  are 
in  their  most  infectious  state,  namely  the  last  sta^-es. 

a,nd  Child  ^Yelfare.  This  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Council.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  undertakes  the 
Clinic,  and  is  also  School  Medical  Officer. 
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SANITARY  ADHINIS?FATIOIj. 


26. 


Staff.  The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  Mr.  Williatn  Henry  Eley, 


M.R. San.  I.,  who  is  assisted  by  Mr.  Cyril  G-ray, 

A. R. San. I.,  and  a  lady  clerk.  Mr.  Eley  is  also  Surveyor  and 
Engineer  to  the  Council  and  is  directing  a  new  Housing  Scheme 
which  is  beirg  carried  out  hy  direct  labour. 

I  should  like  here  to  record  my  appreciation  and  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  work  done* 

lioepital  Accoronodation.  By  of  an  annual  sum  and  a 

further  sum  for  maintenance  of  patients  removed  to  the  Hospital, 
the  Urban  Council  have  the  right  (providing  there  is  available 
accommodation)  to  send  patients  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  belonging  to  the  Newmarket  and  Moulton  Joint  Hospital 
Beard.  The  Hospital  is  situtated  in  the  Urban  Area,  but  its 
control  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  of  the 
Newmarket  and  Moulton  Rural  District  Councils,  the  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  having  no  voice  in  its  management. 

The  above  Hospital  would  not  deal  with  any  cases  of  Small 
Pox  that  might  arise,  but  the  County  Authorities  have  made  pro¬ 
vision  in  respect  of  this  matter. 


BYE-UWS  Aim  GEirERAL  KDOVUVJE  ACTS  IN  FORCE  ’;?ITHIN  THE  DISTRICT. 


28.  Bye-laws  and  Repulations. 

Adopted  16th.  June,  18'90,  for  cleansing  footways  and  pave¬ 
ments,  Nuisance,  Coninon  Lodgirg  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  Hackney 
Carriages,  Offensive  Trades. 

Adopted  21 st.  March,  1898,  for  Sanitary  Conveniences, 
Whirligigs,  etc.,  Telef^praph  Wires. 

Public  Health  Acts  Aiuendment  Act,  1890.  Mte  of  adoption, 
5th.  October,  1696. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890.  D:<tp  of  acLoption, 
5th.  December,  1910. 

Revised  Bye-laws  relating  to  New  Street  and  Buildings  were 
approved  by  the  Council  29th.  Novamber,  1920,  and  sanctioned  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  on  9tb.  1921. 
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29. 


28. 


^  Bye-la.W6  relating-  to  Parks  and  Pleasure  Crounds  were  adopted  by 
the  Council  on  11th.  Au^^iast,  1919,  and  apuro-7B<l  by  the  Uinistry 
of  health  on  7th*  November,  1919. 
feulbJLG-Jlgalth  Acts  Aryindment  Act.  1907^ 

Parts  adopted  5th.  Au^mst,  1911. 

Secs.  (15-25)  (27-29)  (31-33).  Part  11. 

Secs.  (34-42)  (44-51),  Part  ITT. 

Secs.  (52-57),  Part  IV. 

The  whole  of  Part  V. 

Part  Vi  adopted  April  10 th.  1912. 

Offensive  Trades  Governed  by  Bye-laws. 

Blood-boiler,  Blood-dr/er.  Bone-boiler,  Fellmoni.er,  Tanner, 
Leather-dreeeer,  Soap-boiler,  Tallo'^r-iaelter,  Fat-extractor. 
Tripe-boiler,  rrlue-raaker,  Size-t;-£,k&r,  f-ut-ecraper. 

Arrangements  for  Cheiaical  and  Bacteriolwcical  ..’orke.  Swabs  are 
sent  when  required  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory,  6.  Harley  Street 
or  to  the  Clinical  Heeearch.  Altogether  during  the  year  twelve 
Swabs  have  been  forwarded  for  report. 

FE£tories  and  Workshops.  There  are  76  on  the  register,  which  are 
as  fellows:-  Bakehouses  7,  Bootmaking  and  Kepairirjg.  5,  Joiners  8, 
Wheelwrights  1,  Plumbers  1,  Tailors  4,  Dressrmiking  4,  Milliners  5, 
Mantles  1,  Le,9^ir>g  leakers  1,  Saddlers  3,  Upholsterers  5,  Motor  and 
Cycle  Repairers  6.  Smiths  6.  Watchrepairing  1.  Fhotographsl. 
Bottlewaehing  1.  Coachbuilding  1,  Lauiidries  3,  Printers  3,  Sausage- 
makirg  4,  Com  2,  C-as  1,  Electricity  1,  lialtings  2,  Flour  1, 

Aerated  Water  1,  Machinist  1. 

63  Inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year,  3  defects  were 
noted  and  remedied. 


No  lists  of  outworkers  were  received  during-  the  year. 

HOUSING. 

general  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District.  The  working  classes, 
mainly  consisting  of  Stableznen,  are  housed  in  brick  cottages  of 
five  or  seven  rooms,  costing  to  build  -  pre  war  -  £120  to  £200, 
and  the  rent  paid  -  pre-war  -  was  usually  six  or  seven  shillisv-?. 
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per  week* 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  adopted^  submitted  for 
approval -to  the  hiaistry-of  He;ath  a  new  set  of  Building  Bye-laws 
to  allov  for  modern  constructioml  method?  and  lo  remove  some  of 
the  irksome  building  restrictions  tint  have  previously  appertainea. 

The  older  part  of  the  Town  -  known  as  ‘'The  Hooker*^'’-  con¬ 
sists  of  chalk- flint  houses  (some  back  to  bfi.ck),  lath  and  plaster 
ana  brick*  These  were  erected  prior  to  the  fonnation  of  the  old 
Local  Board  of  health  and  consequently  little  or  no  provision  was 
made  for  open  space  round  the  buildings* 

Owir^T  to  the  uncertainty  of  Racinn;  it  is  very  difficult  to 
estimate  the  exact  shortRf:<e  of  housing  accoiiiiodation,  but  there 
is  a.  shortage,  imd  the  Coui'icil  are  at  present  building  twenty 
houses  of  the  “B”  Parlour  Type  by  direct  labour  on  the  Firm-  Bdward 
VTT  Road  Site,  and  up  to  the  present  have  obtained  prospective 
tenants  for  twelve  houses,  but  the  fimount  of  rent  and.  rates  does 
not  eiiable  working  class  people  to  afford  these  new  houses* 

As  retards  charv^^es  in  tiie  copulation  both  duriim;  the  year 
end  in  the  future,  it  m-.y  perhuips  Pe  '-aid  that  racin/:^  being  at 
a  height  hitherto  unknown  curinr,  the  last  twelve  months  tliat  the 
shortage  of  houses  becaice  more  acutely  felt  that  will  be  in  the 
future  when  racln^^  assumes  its  iioiTial  proportions  or  even  :£.,v 
become  sub-nortial  seeirg;  truit  the  present  higJi  taxation  and  cost 
of  livin/c  must  of  necessity  restrict  available  money  to  be  spent 
in  this  expensive  sport. 

I  ijh.ould  estimte  t^mt  between  50  and  40  houses 
in  the  District  are  at  the  present  tiiiie  overcrowded,  the  causes 
are  lack  of  the  cheaper  rented  houses  and  in  some  cases  poverty 
compels  two  fainilies  to  share  one  house.  It  is  hoped  that  when 
the  twenty  houses  under  construction  are  coicoloto  tiiat  tne 
ainount  of  overcrowding  will  be  considorably  abated  as  by  tne 
general  upliftiiig  of  the  various  classes  ‘^omo  of  the  lower 
priced  houses  will  possibly  bo  released  for  tbs  poorez'  p'ortion 
of  the  cominunity. 
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In  the  course  of  trie  ijij^poetion'a  durii^iiS  the  year  only  two 
caeeg  of  overcrowd were  noted,  but  it  wa?  impo^eible  to  take 
any  action  owing  to  there  being  no  suitable  acconmodation  avail¬ 
able  . 

Fitness  of  Houses.  The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  is  fairly  good  with  the  exception  of  "The  Hookop/",  Icewell 
Hill  and  several  other  smaller  yards. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  in  VJZO  as 
follows:-  Defective  W.C's  lOD,  Defective  Ashpits  152,  Defective 
Privies  4,  Defective  Paving  21,  Daiapness  Cj4,  Defective  Daves 
Gutter  20,  Defective  Hoofs  37,  Insanitary  Dullies  11,  Darigerous 
Chimney  1,  Filthy  7.0*  s  5,  v/indows  not  rkade  to  open  10,  Over¬ 
crowding  2,  Total  452. 

Owinp:  to  the  hkli  cost  of  building;;  repairs,  ovmors  aiid 
their  argents  have  to  be  pressed  very  much  in  order  to  get  defects 
remedied  and  in  several  instances  proceediiigs  had  to  be  threat¬ 


ened  before  the  work  was  put  in  liand.  During  the  \*-ar  for  the 
same  reason  ajid  owin/ii'  to  shortage  of  men  many  repairs  were 
neglected  and  thus  accumulated. 

In  regard  to  action  taken  with  re^wd  to  the  uiifit  houses, 
all  proceedi’.i^xs  and  notices  have  this  year  been  teken  under  the 
Public  health  Acts,  tlie  laethod  bein^:  to  make  inspections  uxider 
Section  17  of  the  Housir^  and  7ow;  Plarr.ing  Act,  1909,  aiid  then 
transfer  the  defects  noted  to  the  Ooneral  Sa.nita.r^'’  Ir.spection 
Book.  This  lias  been  possible  Dec-iuse  of  the  fact  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  houses.  It  is  rnuc!!.  simpler  to 
work  under  the  Public  Jiealth  Acts  than  uiider  trie  Town  Plannin,;i 
Acts. 


In  one  instance  vineTQ  an  inforxiial  notice  had  beon  given 
unaer  the  Tovm  Plarju.:-:;'-'.:  Act  the  Owner’ s  Solicitors  said  tl'.ey 
acoepteci  it  h'=»  a  Closing  Order  ana  wouia  close  the  houses  rather 
than  coj'i5>iy.  It  was  houever  pointed  out  that  the  notice  was 
infonvial  and  th'e  Council  iimxuiatcly  issued  fresh  fonuCvl  notices 
under  the  I'ubiic  health  Acts  in  respect  of  these  houses,  and 
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ftl-Lhaijiti'h  tli0  ^rork  had  not  been  done  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  is 
now  in  hand. 

In  general  a  great  deal  nore  preeeure  hae  to  be  brougiit  to 
bear  on  property  owners  now  than  hitherto  in  order  to  get  defects 
remedied. 

In  the  past  where  property  could  be  iuproved  by  the  de¬ 
molition  of  adjoining  property  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Council 
to  get  the  property'’  demolished  and  the  same  method  will  I  horn 
be  further  adopted  when  it  is  possible  to  consider  the  demolition 
of  houses  again. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  reoxrks  on  Water  Supply,  Closet 
Accommodation  and  Refuse  Disposal  conte.ined  in  the  earlier  parts 
of  this  Report  that  these  matters  are  being  well  considered  and 
every  action  possible  is  being  taken  to  improve  houses  where 
necessary  in  these  respects. 

32.  Unhealthy  Areas.  It  iias  been  Uiriecessary  for  any  action  so  far 
to  be  taken  in  connection  v/ith  this  riiatter. 


Bye-laws  relatin/^^  to  houses  let  in  lodgings  and  to  tents,  viiris, 
sheds  ac»  The  Council  ritive  no  bye-laws  relating  to  the  above 
in  force  at  present,  and  in  my  opinion  none  are  necessary. 
Biginfoction.  Durin^^,  the  year  25  premises  mve  been  disinfected, 
and  the  "Thresh”  Steaai  Disinfector  at  the  Seweg^e  Farra  has  been 
well  used,  the  followinp^  articles  /^xving  been  disinfscted:- 
Elankets,  92,  Pillows  69,  Pillow  Cases  9,  Bolsters  16,  Bolster 
Cases  2,  Counterpanes  19,  Beds  19,  luattresses  29,  Sheets  37, 
Quilts  4,  Eider  Downs  5,  Mightdre'^ses  1,  Kifd^t-shirts  1.  Kilts  i, 
Jerseys  2,  Petticoats  2,  Stays  1,  Combi nations  1,  Bodices  1, 
Slippers  2,  fjaiters  4,  Towels  2,  Greatcoats  2,  Trousers  6, 

Jackets  3,  Kitbiigs  1,  b,  v/ci'>stcoat^  1,  1,  Hats  1, 

Perai-bulator  Covers  1,  Covers  B,  Ciortains  1,  Blinds  1,  Ihittees  2, 
Socks  12,  Pants  1,  Shirts  3,  Underskirts  2,  S/ia.wls  1,  Wraps  1, 

Odd  Clothing  12,  Totftl  585, 
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A  P  P  Z  ];  D  I  C  K  S  . 

HOUSING-  CONDITIQMS. 
Statiatica . 

Year  ended  Slat.  Decer^ber,  1920. 


1. 


1. 

2. 

U. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7, 


Satiiaated  population. 

G-eneral  death-rate. 

Death-rate  from  Tuberculoaia. 
I nf ant i le  ko  rtal i tv . 


9749 

10 ‘OG  per  1000. 
1‘13  per  1000 
49 ‘7  per  1000 


Number  of  dwell ing-houaes  of  ail  cla.gseg 
Number  of  working-cla^g  dwell ing-hou«eg 
Number  of  new  working- claee  houees  erected. 


2262 

1602 

Nil. 


9 


UNFIT  mULING-HOU 


■SDS. 


!•  Inapection. 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

houairv5  defects  (under  I^iblic  Health  or 
Housing  Acts.) 

2.  NuT'iber  of  dwell i;T(T-houses  which  wore  inspected 

arid  recorded'under  the  Housing;  (Inspection 
of  District)  Hepulations,  1910. 

3.  Humber  of  dwell irif;> houses  foimid  to  be  in  a 

•^tate  so  dai'i^erous  or  iniirrious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  njmttn  luHnitation. 

4.  Number  of  dwelling:- houses  (exclusive  of  kiose 

referred  to  under  the  p-L-^cediiVs  sub- head - 
ijv^;)  found  not  to  be  in  nil  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

of  Defects  vmthout  Service  of  Formal  I-'oticc. 

Number  of  defective  uwellirvi;- houses  rendered 
fit  in  coneeqiience  of  infon:ml  action  by  , 
phe  Local  Authoritv  or  their  Officers. 


ITT. 


Action  under  Suitutory J  owors. 

^  •  Lroceedj iv-^s  jnndje r  he cM on  „26  _  o  i_’  _^t^ e 


Llannhir;,  uc 


act, 


Ivl't 


X  • 


;'ur;b6r  of  dvJell in/o-iiouse-' 
whici).  notices  were  sez'vod 
repairs. 


in  rnsoect  oi 
reqiiiririr 


Nil. 


9  pi 


Nil. 


166 


--  22 


1 J. . 


•  J  '4:’  f\ 

“  A*  •  •  '  «**  •  ♦ 


r  *•■  '.'  i  .1  ;  '  i  J'jv'  ',• 


"<  i.  I  ■,  <  '■ 


v*  *  •  # 


X  (• 
■  I 


•0‘x' 


f  J'i-.i..  '^Vx^"  ^■'V'i  "«•■■•*  ■  _ 

.  f) i ;  > '*  v  ^  ‘ 


A 


’.  * 
■'V*i, 


V- j  ' 

*:.<  '.V 


f 


a: 


♦  ^  I  •  .  • 

‘  .■ » ‘  '  t' 


•  ;  j 


•.  k  .. 


.ji 


iv  >  <•■> 


.;!*•  (.or 


fo  ^  '  ■  i  *'■>  '  ’7  .* '  ■  i  a  _* 


Cfvb  :  ■■  •- 


■  ^ T..,;:  V"-.  - 

•  •■W  .. '.  .  .'.xx.t..-  •.  _  _ 


\ 


■  I  •/ 


A 


,0  < 


:o 

'.  o  oi' 

# 

j 

\v 

*■  t  <’. 

U  ',1  s  . 

.tor  J’at'' ‘.T 


...  *  \  ^  N  -  •  f.  '*^- 

■  ^  jT  *  ‘ "  •*  "  •  ^ 


>  j  ■  '•*.  ■--.  O*-  '  -x-^  i .  > 


f  ■ 


,  y.-  ■oi'x 


'  x>'..4u 

'  ^  ^  ^  \  ■  ’  ,  j-  * .  • 

•  r>v  .>v  .  .  •  '  -  ■ 


'  Va 
•  ■ 

.  t  **  ' 

'  ■'«  - 


?  vi‘':  :0  0'J  i'-; 

( ;■ :- ri J r..:  io 


ir-j: 

i, 


:  fV.  v;  T  '  •  .  •'  ;r  -  ^ 

,.:Ov....  . . 


-7’b  'lO  lO'i^  oxJ' 


.v* 

■  xj 


1  >' 


•  •  ^  .  • 

•y  V  ‘  ^  < 


'  ••  ;'i  .)V  I  ■ 

f'j-.M':.'’:  •;''‘i  ■■■  >  ■  x'' 

.  i  r t.  ux-  ■ '  • .' 


>  • 


i,f 


r--^  ^  '•  "-9  >■ 


,si'ti.!i ;  lyj  i-  ^  f 


*  "x  ■'•  t'i  x^  V  CO*. 


cJ’jio-’*:’ ' ■  ora'  iou  io 


«X  . 


Ma  ’•  ,  fov  u  ov  f  J- ^  t  ;> 

VU  l-k  aOi'.  '  X<.'  ‘acp-  N’xlvM  .t  ^  ^  i 

O’-;  -  ’  ■  -• 


-  •  t  ^ 


•  'd?  ■  ‘, ivi >  Vi •'“■  i'''  ..  A.....'.,...... 


'x 

«  ,1.. 


,V  ^ 


'.ro 


.-.r  .  vxf'-r  i  j'l  .  r,  \  . 

■  \i\‘'  ‘  ’.  '/■/  r::'  'x'''.> 


■si'  ■ 

r  '  . 


■'vr*.  . 


\tr: 


41 


pi 


V-H 


III.  fiction  under  Statutory  Po^/erq ,  . Contd. 

2.  Number  of  dwell in^^-^-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit:- 


(a)  by  owner e. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owner’s . 


3.  Nuiaber  of  dwell inf^- houses  in  respect,.-^of 
which  Cloeii'v;^  Orders  becrune  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  of  owners 
of  intention  to  close. 


B .  Proceedin^^g  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwell irif^houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring; 
defects  to  be  rc:.r.c.ui3w.. 

2.  Number  of  dwell  iiv^- houses  ix.  which  defects 

were  reriedded:- 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners. 


Nil, 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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51 


ul. 


C •  Proceedinfi’s  ui^der  Sections  17  h  16  of  the  Housin^;^ 


Town  Planning,  ^.c.  Act,  1909. 


1.  Number  of  representations  mde  with  a  view 


to  the  Liahing  of  Closirv^:  Orders. 

Nil. 

Nuiuber  of  dwell iri^-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Dlosirpi  Orders  were  made. 

Nil. 

Nwnber  of  dwell ing^^-houses  in  respect  of 
v/hich  Closirv-v  Orders  were  datcriiiined, 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered 

the 

fit. 

Nil. 

4. 

I'luiDber  of  dwellii^a- houses  in  respect  of 
which  Deraoliti bn  Orders  were  made. 

Nil. 

5. 

Nuii'ber  of  dwell iiv;- houses  demolished  in 
puraufcinoe  of  Demolition  Orders. 

Nil. 

UNllNALTJIY  Alhd.S. 

Area.s  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to 
Improvement  Schemes  under  (a)  Rxrt  ,  or  (b)  Fart  II*, 
CF  The  Act  of  1B90. 


1. 


Name  ol  Aret:.. 

Acreage . 

j.’unjcer  of  workiu'r- class  houses  in  area 


Nil. 

Mil. 

Nil. 


i.umber  of  workiiv-r-class  persons  to  be  c, isplaced  Nil. 


15. 


4. 
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36. 


4.  Kmber  of  hours'?  not  complyir^  with  the  building 
bye-lawQ  erected  with  consent  of  the  Local 
Authority  under  section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919.  Nil. 

5f  Staff  engaged  on  Housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties 
of  each  Officer. 

The  Clerk  to  the  Council,  iir.  S.  J.  Ennion,  acts  as 
Clerk  to  the  Housing  CorucRlttee,  and  advises  the  Council  on 
legal  Eoatters  connected  with  Kouaing. 

The  kedical  Officer,  Dr.  J.  K.  Liiund,  Il.P.II. .  performs 
in  adaltion  to  his  other  duties  as  iiedical  Officer, all  those 
duties  devolving  upon  him  in  coruiection  with  Housir^  letters. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  workir^.?  in  conjunction  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  an  Assistant  and  lady  clerk 
carries  out  the  duties  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  in  addition 
acts  as  Surveyor  to  the  Council,  manages  two  cemeteries  ax^ 
two  sewage  fame,  is  Inspector  of  Explosives,  and  is  also 
directing  the  erection  of  the  Council’s  iiew  houses  r'lich  are 
being  built  by  direct  labour,  and  for  this  purpose  is 
assisted  by  a  Building  and  another  clerk. 


Rainfall.  The  following  is  a  of  the?  Hainfall  taken  at 

the  Sewage  Farm  Gauge  for  1920:- 

1^0  nth. 

January 
February 
Uareh 
April 
May 
June 
July 

AWsUSt 

September 
October 
Hoveraber 
Lecettibor 

The  totals  being  20*49  felliiy;  on  125  days. 

I  }mvo  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOIUi  H.  II/IUIID, 

( cantrh . ) 
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